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Irol - 1. Irutiu (Darkness)
The sun goes unswerving from its ordained paths, dispelling the darkness of the star-spangled skies (puram.25:i-3). The mountainous country of Pekan had caves densely dark (Puram.158: 10,12). The dancing women had dark and supple tresses, soft and luxuriant which, coming loose, were made up into five-fold plaits (Pati. 18:4,6). Lord Murukan wears a wreath made of the flower of the Katampa tree which grows so luxuriant after the first showers of the rainy season that its foliage darkens the whole of the cool fragrant wood (Mini.9-11). In the white sand was spread the fishing net, like dark patches in the moon-light (Pat.82,83). The defensive forest was dense, like the dark night (Maiai.2i2). On the breasts of the heroine, shone a single-strand of pearls bright like the look of the wild-cat during the dark night (Akam.74:3,4). When darkness covered the world as the moon disappeared behind the mountain, the great owl hooted at mid-night to prey upon the rats in the house (Akam.122:12-14). The bear-cub with thick dark hair, looked like darkness cut to pieces in the desert track (Akam.20i:i6,i7). The hero came to his tryst at mid-night along the jungle track in the hill-side haunted by elephants, his bright spear dispelling the pitch darkness (Akam.298; 9-14). The hero came to his tryst at midnight in pitch darkness, when the tiger harassed by its enemy, the elephant, lay in wait biding its chance to kill the dhole-the brown wild-dog (Kuru.141:4-8). In the dark night the rains poured accompanied by thunder and jagged lightnings which lit up the hill, and blazed brightly like swaying lianas (Narr.es :7-io). In the dark and gloomy midnight, when in the old town the male owl hooted with its mate in the market square where the goblins roamed, the hero did not sleep thinking of embracing the beautiful bosom of his youthful beloved (Nar.3i9:3-n>. The maid objected to the hero coming to his tryst by night in the pitch darkness', along the jungle path haunted by the wild elephant (Aink.
282:3,4). The sun setting, darkness spread over the world like the complexion of May on (Lord Tirumal) with his terrible weapon, the Discus (Kaii.i 19:2,3). The heroine's anguish was dispelled like darkness before the sun, as she embraced the bosom of the hero, like Goddess Tirumakal on the chest of Mayavan (Lord Tirumal) (Kali. 145:63-66). The ten and two-the twelve Atityas. who dispelled the world's darkness came to Timpparankunram to worship Lord Murukan (Pari. 8:4.10). When the moon dispelJed the gloaming of the evening, lovers returned to Ktital city (Pari.10:112,113). The mountain lashed by the rains and the dazzling lightnings piercing the darkness looked like the mount of Lord Murukan, the elephant, and the bright ornamental cloths on its forehead (Pari. 18:23 -27).
2.  Karumai (Blackness/darkness)
The earth engirt with the. dark seas (Muru. 293). The burglars were dark, their skins resembling those of elephants (Matu. 634,642). The black cloud rained, its roar making the heroine shiver (Maiai. 1,2). Dark, soft tresses (Akam. 92:13). The buffalo had a black skin and twisted horns (Kuru. 279:1). The punnai tree is black in colour like night (Nar. 354:5). The heroine had black eyes collyrium-fed (Pari. 8:59). Lord Tirumal's complexion is compared to the dark night (Pari.
13:42,43).
3.   Mayakkam (Delusion)
Tontaiman Ilantirayan had an impartial sense of justice, free from delusion (Peru.445).
4,. Tunpam (Misery/pain/sorrow) Those who lived under the protecting shade of Pokuttelini, resembling the full moon, would not be afflicted by misery (Puram. 102:7,8). Even if persons were to be full of grace and generosity to relieve the misery of troubled minds, charity is not possible if they have no wealth (Akam. 335:J~3).
5. Malalkkalam (Evening - time)